
 Freighters and Railroads 
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Reading assignment:  Sheridan, Chapter 6 



Freighting was a dangerous businessĄ 

/ƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΧ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ŀ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǿŀƎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀƳ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
travel about three miles until they had to stop to make repairs.  The road 
sides were strewn with broken or lost horse or mule shoes, leather straps, 
metal brackets, and busted bolts.  



Early on huge fortunes 
were made by freighters 
operating along the 
Santa Cruz, San Pedro, 
and across the San 
Simon Valley. 

 

Mariano Samienego and Don Estevan Ochoa developed huge 
freighting empires that stretched all the way from Sonora, 
Mexico to Yuma and northward to Prescott.  They serviced 
the military forts of Bowie, Grant, Thomas, and Apache.  
When copper began to be extracted in great quantities in the 
Globe area, tons of copper ore was transported to the rail 
head at Willcox. 
 



Mariano Samaniego 
In Graham County 
{ŀƳŀƴƛŜƎƻΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
forever be associated with 
the Samaniego Massacre.  
aŀǊƛŀƴƻΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ .ŀǊǘƻƭƻΣ 
and six of his seven 
freighters were killed by 
Chiracauhua Apaches who 
were fleeing the U.S. Cavalry 
after the Cibecue Outbreak. 

 

Mariano was in Tucson at 
the time and his brother was 
unable to get a military 
escort as Mariano had 
instructed. 

 

 



Was it lack of foresight of unbridled faith in his  
entrepreneurial abilities that blinded Don Estevan 
Ochoa to the future? 



On March 17, 1880, a wild, three-
day celebration highlighted by the 
driving of a silver spike signified 
the arrival of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad at Tucson, Arizona 
Territory.  

On this momentous occasion, 
amid the din of excitement, 
telegrams were relayed to mayors 
and prominent citizens throughout 
the nation proclaiming the linking 
of Tucson to the outside world. 
This date would serve as an 
economic turning point in the lives 
of many. Among those who took 
particular notice were the 
freighters for they feared the 
railroad as a threat to their 
livelihood. They were right in their 
feeling of a threat, but it was not 
to come from the railroad; it would 
come from an 

unexpected source. With the 
increased volume of freight 
brought in by the railroad, fierce 
competition would be drawn to 
Tucson from teamsters and 
freighting companies from as far 
away as California, Nevada and 
New Mexico. The Southern Pacific 
moved east from Tucson, reaching 
Benson, Ariz., in June, and Deming, 
N.M., by December. With the silver 
spike ceremony at Deming on 
March 8, 1881 marking the 
connecting of the Santa Fe and the 
Southern Pacific Railroads, Tucson 
was to become an important stop 
of the second transcontinental 
railroad. 



Christopher Layton 
owned the major stage 
line running from 
Bowie to Glove. 

Construction of the 
Southern Pacific was a 
god-send to the Gila 
±ŀƭƭŜȅΧŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ 

Chiricahua Cattle 
Company and Willcos 
began to expand with 
the arrival of the 
Southern Pacific. 



FREIGHTING 
FROM WILLCOX 
TO GLOBE 

Come all you jolly freighters 
That has freighted on the road, 
That has hauled a load of freight 
From Willcox to Globe; 
We freighted on this road 
For sixteen years and more 
A-hauling freight for Livermore,--- 
bƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǇƻƻǊΦ 
  
!ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŘŜŀǊŜǎǘ ƘƻƳŜΤ 
!ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜΣ 
Over on the Gila 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ 
Where the poplar and the ash 
And mesquite will ever be 
Growing green down on the Gila; 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƳŜΦ 
  



1894 - 1910 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DŀǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƛƎ 
investment 

The Gila Valley Globe and Northern 
Railway 

 



The Jupiter was one of the famous engines that met at 
Promontory Point, Utah and the first to run on the GVGN. 



Fort Sullivan 

The only party 
that objected to 
the construction 
of the railway 
across their 
private property. 



Actual complaint against the Sullivans 



Andy Carlson and a few passangers waiting for the arrival 
of the GVG&N at the new Pima Station, Fall, 1894. 



/ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ /ŀǊƭƻǎ !ǇŀŎƘŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΧ 



Freighters at Geronimo Railhead 


